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A Warm Welcome from the Southern Tier Orchid Society!

As the days grow long and the memories of snowy roads and icy mornings fade, it's terrific to
finally embrace the warmth of summer! After a long winter, we know everyone is enjoying the
season, and we wanted to find a way to stay connected even as our regular meetings take a
break for a few months.

That's why we're thrilled to launch the first-ever summer edition of the Southern Tier Orchid
Society newsletter! Traditionally, our communications have paused from June through August;
however, to keep you engaged, informed, and updated on all things STOS, we're launching a
new series of monthly summer updates.

This newsletter is just one way we're nurturing our community year-round. Editions will follow
this inaugural issue in July and August. For now, grab a cool drink, find a comfy spot, and enjoy
catching up on the latest from your Southern Tier Orchid Society!

You will notice a different format from our previous newsletter. I helped Jeff Hackett, our
newsletter editor, with this month's newsletter and used a different program. I take responsibility
for any errors or mistakes as I am still learning this program.

Linda Mittel, President

Exciting Outing to See the NY Pink Lady's Slippers!

What a wonderful field trip occurred on Saturday, May 24th, to witness the breathtaking beauty
of our native Pink Lady's Slipper (Cypripedium acaule)! Despite the on-again, off-again drizzle,



our spirits were not dampened.
Thanks to the intrepid club members who joined this walk:
Carol Bales, Ken Peck, Jean, Ray, Alexandria Mint, and Linda
Mittel. The muddy and slippery access path was an actual test
of our hiking boots, but entirely worth it! Once on the main
trails, we found them surprisingly dry and easy to navigate.
The orchids did not disappoint! We located them with
remarkable ease and were thrilled to observe a significant
increase in their numbers since last year. Beyond the lady's
slippers, we also found one Round-Leaf Orchid (Platanthera
orbiculata). The Round orchid had a spike, but only small buds. Carol Bayles returned later to

find the buds were enlarging and would open soon. See pictures in newsletter.

We enjoyed a variety of other wildflowers, such as Mayapple, Star Flower, wild geraniums,
columbines, and jack-in-the-pulpits. The abundant moisture made everything, especially the
mosses, brilliantly green and wonderfully lush. We're sure you'll agree that seeing these
magnificent orchids and the surrounding flora in their natural habitat is an unforgettable

experience. You may find this link interesting about NY native orchids:
orchidshttps://extapps.dec.ny.gov/docs/administration_pdf/orchidsofny.pdf

Show Date for 2026

Great news, Southern Tier Orchid
Society members! We've made progress
on pinning down the date for our 2026
annual show. The first weekend of
May (May 1st, 2nd, and 3rd) has
been determined to be available for our
use at the Johnson City Senior Citizens
Center.

This is an early consideration because
the Genesee Regional Orchid Society
(GROS) is planning its show for the third
weekend of April. This proximity would
have left us with only the last weekend
of April for our show, which could be
challenging for our members who wish
to participate in both shows. Preparing
displays and having orchids in peak
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Get Ready for Our Annual
Picnic

Mark your calendars, orchid
enthusiasts! Our annual Southern
Tier Orchid Society Summer Picnic is
just around the corner, and we're
excited to invite you to join us for an
afternoon of good food, great
company, and beautiful
surroundings.

This year, we're returning to the
lovely Reflections Garden at
Tioga Gardens on Sunday,
August 17th. You might remember
this beautiful spot from last year's
picnic — it was a perfect setting, and
we're thrilled to be back.

I'll share more details about what to
bring and specific times soon, but for



bloom for two shows so close together
would be a significant undertaking.
Considering these factors, the Executive
Board has voted that the first weekend
of May would be the most suitable time
for our show. We understand that we
haven't been able to present this
information at a general meeting yet,
and we would like to hear your thoughts.
If you have any concerns or information
that could affect our decision to hold the
show on the first weekend of May,
please don't hesitate to let me know.
You can contact the President at
STOSOrchids@Gmail.com or the show
co-chairs, Sam Hance and Jeff, at
STOSorchids.shows@gmail.com.

Unless we receive any concerns or
questions from the membership, we will
proceed with planning the 2026 show for
the first weekend of May. Rest assured,
the last weekend of April and the first
weekend of May have been penciled in
with the Johnson City Senior Citizens
Center, so venue availability is not a
concern.

Longwood Garden Trip

Ruth Allen, our vice president, has
longed to take a trip to Longwood Gardens
for some time. The Vestal Senior Citizens
Club planned a trip for May 19.

They arrived at 11 AM and had until 3:30
PM to explore. The rose and topiary
gardens were a beautiful and fragrant way
to begin, and they walked 4.2 miles. They
saw most of the gardens, but not as
"leisurely as I would have liked because it
was time to leave before we knew it", said
Ruth. You could spend a couple of days
exploring the Peirce-duPont house and the
surrounding sites. The Conservatory
featured a beautiful orchid display, often
referred to as the 'Orchid Wall'. Ruth said,
"Our society members have quite a variety
of orchids that are as beautiful as the ones
I saw at Longwood Gardens".

Ruth recommends that everyone see the
Longwood Gardens and the famous Orchid

now, save the date and get ready for
another fantastic summer gathering
with your fellow orchid lovers!

Fountains at Tioga Gardens

Summer Break for Mini-
Meetings!

Our new "Mini-Meetings," organized
by Melissa Bennett, offer focused
Zoom discussions on orchid topics.
We successfully launched the series
with the Orchid Photography Mini-
Meeting this past week, attended by
6 members! We enjoyed a productive
hour and a half chatting about a
broad range of topics, including
setting up a shot, phone camera
settings, and photo editing.

As many members enjoy outdoor
activities during the warmer months,
we've decided to pause our Mini-
Meetings for the remainder of the
summer. This temporary break allows
everyone to fully enjoy the season.
These popular mini-meetings will
return! We plan to re-launch the
series later in the fall, when cooler
weather brings us indoors. Stay
tuned for updates on our fall
schedule.

2025 Show Results



House. Many members have asked about
the show's results for ribbon judging
and exhibits. See how exhibitors did
at our Spring Show click on the box

Repotting Session: A below. Next month's summer

Resounding Success! newsletter will have the results of the
individual plants and their awards.
Our May 18th repotting, dividing, and
mounting session was a huge hit,
drawing around 30 attendees. This
annual event is a favorite, especially for
new members who joined us after our
show.
We kept costs low thanks to the fantastic
generosity of members who donated
plants, media, pots, and mounting
materials. Also, a shout-out to those who
helped teach the attendees how to repot,
divide, and mount. Thank you!
These contributions made hands-on
learning possible and fueled a popular
raffle of divided and mounted plants. We
hope everyone learned a lot and enjoyed
the session!

What is this Insect?
Answer in next month's newletter.

STOS Member's

Summer Blooms: A Virtual Flower Show!

We invite all members to submit photos of their orchids that are currently in bloom.
Whether it's a vibrant Phalaenopsis, an exotic Vanda, a fragrant Cattleya, or any other
orchid gracing your growing space, we want to see it! Sharing your blooming plants allows
us all to enjoy the diversity and beauty of orchids and to celebrate the passion we share
for these incredible plants. Please take a look at our members' plants on the following
pages.

Your submissions will be featured in upcoming newsletters and potentially on our website,
giving everyone a chance to appreciate your successful growing efforts. It's an excellent
way to inspire fellow enthusiasts and learn about new varieties thriving in our climate.

How to Submit:
Please send high-quality photos of your blooming orchids to
stosorchids.newsletter@gmail.com with the subject line "Summer Bloom Submission."
Be sure to include:

e Your name

e The orchid's name (if known)




¢ Any interesting tidbits about the plant or its care that you'd like to share.
Let's make this summer a virtual orchid paradise! We can't wait to see what's blooming in
your collections.

Complex Phaeleonopsis
Phal.(pulcha-vioacea f.
alba) x Phal. violacea Indigo
Linda Mittel

Brassavola nodosa'Minnie

Mouse' L
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Linda Mittel

Paph delanti V. vinicolor X Trichophilia marginata Complex Paph

sib 'Dark" Linda Mittel Yosemite Green 'Big Step' X

Carol Bayles Paph. Stone Lovely’ Green
Angel'

Linda Mittel



Lady's Slipper in NY

June 14, 2025 ( three weeks
after initial visit on May 24,
2025)

Carol Bayles

Round Leaf Orchid
Terrestrial Orchid NY

Carol Bayles Paph curtsii
Jeff Hackett

Phrag Mont Folly
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Jean Mint's orchids.
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If you have any questions or comments about the newsletter or any other matter, send an email to
stosorchids@gmail.com or stosorchids.newletter@gmail.

Consider submitting orchid photos or an article by July 13th to stosorchids.newsletter@gmail.com.
We'd like your input.
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