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October Speaker: Robert ‘Bob’ Sprague on
A Conservation Project in Progress in a Most Unlikely Place

Originally from Long Island, NY, Bob has lived in Pennsylvania since the mid-seventies. A graduate of 
Muhlenberg College, he is a former Navy Supply Corps officer and a retired business executive. He is past 
President of the Native Orchid Conference (NOC) as well as a long-time Director and past President of the 
Southeastern Pennsylvania Orchid Society (SEPOS).

A number of Bob’s photos and articles have appeared in the monthly publication of the American Orchid 
Society. He has worked closely with the North Branch Land Trust (NBLT) and Longwood Gardens on a 
project to preserve a unique population of native orchids in Pennsylvania. He has collaborated with the 
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center collecting material for DNA analysis of North American 
Platantheras. Bob has spoken at numerous orchid societies and garden clubs in the mid-Atlantic area as well 
as the NJ Pinelands Commission, PA Master Gardeners, NJ Native Plant Society, Mt. Cuba Center and the 
North Carolina Botanical Garden. He has also led field trips for NBLT, Mt. Cuba Center and the NOC.

Bob and his wife Amy travel extensively in pursuit of orchids and birds and they grow tropical orchids in a 
home greenhouse. Bob has been co-Chairman of the SEPOS orchid show for many years. He has also been 
volunteer President of Helping Hands, Inc. (a social service agency) for over thirty years.
 
The 59-acre Valmont Bog Sanctuary and uplands are located in northeastern PA. The area adjoins a wetland 
containing a large variety of native orchids, carnivorous plants, mosses, and even cranberries. Due to the 
sensitive nature of the habitat, the Valmont Bog Sanctuary is open to scientific research only.

Bob Sprague pictured (Left)
Platanthera ciliaris (center)
Arethusa bulbosa (right)
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STOS Calendar 2025
Meetings are 2-4 pm (1:30-2 is ‘social time’)

at the Johnson City Senior Center,
30 Brocton St, Johnson City, NY 13790.

Jan 19    General Meeting in Person
Speaker Ray Barkalow on Orchid Nutrition

Feb 16 General Meeting
Speaker Tim Culbertson on Holcoglossums

Mar 16    General Meeting
Spring Auction
1pm Speaker Clark Riley on Greenhouse Talk

Apr 11     STOS Orchid Show;
Setup 2pm–7pm

Apr 12     STOS Orchid Show; 
STOS 7:30a, Judging 8a–11a, Public 11a–6p

Apr 13     STOS Orchid Show
Public 10a–4:30p, Takedown 4:30p–6p

May 18    General Meeting
Repotting Workshop

June  Summer Recess
July Summer Recess

Aug 17    Summer Picnic

Sep 21    General Meeting
Fall Auction – In Person

Oct 19    General Meeting
Officer Election
Speaker Bob Sprague

Nov 16    General Meeting
Officer Election
Speaker TBA

Dec 21    Holiday Party
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SAVE THE DATE
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STOS Mini-Meetings Are Back!

Miscellaneous Announcements

As many of you have inquired, the mini-meeting are back! I have simplified the signup process and have scheduled a
few new mini-meetings for the coming months. See below for the link to the sign-up form and description of the
upcoming meeting topics. Once you have signed up, I will email you to confirm. The Zoom link will be emailed out to
you a few days prior to the meeting. If you have any problems using the signup form or if you have any other
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me, Melissa Bennett, via email at root.to.shoot.mb@gmail.com .

Oct 29 Wed 7PM Let there be Light!
What kind of light? for how many hours? how close to the plants?
As the days grow shorter, some of us use artificial lighting to help our plants grow; some of us rely on it all year round.
But there are so many factors to consider, it’s a complicated topic…Share what works best for you, and listen to what 
works well for others.

Nov 19 Wed 7PM Mechanics of Watering
How do people with hundreds of plants manage to water them all without messing up their house or breaking their 
backs? Getting water from the faucet to orchid roots is probably the most labor-intensive activity we do to grow our 
orchids. Share your own useful tips, and learn from some of our own local expert members!

Sign-Up here: Signup Form

Another Amazing Auction for the Books!
Thank you to everyone who participated in the September 2025 Auction! This was a massive success thanks to all of
our amazing volunteers, plant donors, and of course society members. Without everyone involved, this type of event
would not be possible; nor would we have been able to exceed budget profit goals by a factor of ±230%! These type
of fundraising events help keep this orchid society a vibrant community and allows us grow to new levels. Thank you
all!

Eplc. Don Herman Carmela's Spots
Photo Provided by Melissa Bennett

Paphiopedilum William Lewis x sukhakulli
Photo Provided by Melissa Bennett
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September 21st Meeting Notes

STOS General Meeting Minutes

Meeting: General Membership Meeting
Date: September 21, 2025
Time: Called to Order (Abbreviated Meeting)
Location: Johnson City Senior Center
Presiding Officer: Linda Mittel, President
Recording Officer: Melissa Bennett, Interim Secretary
The meeting was called to order to ensure a prompt start for the Auction immediately following
the session.
Officer/Committee Reports
Secretary’s Report
The President noted the current vacancy in the Secretary's position and announced that
Melissa Bennett volunteered to perform certain secretarial functions on an interim basis. She
will be taking minutes at this meeting.
Notes from the last general meeting were: The last meeting was May, 2025.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Joe Sniezek announced the club’s approximate balances. A final report will be available at the end of
October 2025. The report was accepted as presented.
Committee Reports
Program Committee: Jean Mint updated the membership on her progress in scheduling
potential speakers for future meetings.
Show Committee: Jeff Hackett announced the dates for the annual show - setup on
May 1st, with the Show held on May 2nd and 3rd. He requested assistance from the
membership in securing vendors for the show.
Social Events: President Mittel announced that Ruth Allen will not run again as Vice
President or as Social Event Committee Chair
Membership Committee: Anitra welcomed new members
Old Business (None)

Rlc. Waianae Leopard ‘Ching-Hua’ (left)
C. harrisoniae (right)
Photos Provided by Jean Mint
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September 21st Meeting Notes cont.,
New Business
Executive Board Summary
The minutes from the Executive Board (EB) meeting held on September 10, 2025 were introduced 
and discussed. Key items from the EB meeting were reported to the membership:
1. Recognized need for a comprehensive update of the Bylaws.
2. The decision to synchronize the Society’s fiscal and administrative calendars
3. The announcement of the new officer transition timeline: Nominations will occur at the
October meeting, the Election will take place in November, and the new officers will take
office on January 1st, allowing the month of December for training and transition.
4. It was agreed upon by consensus to accept the assistance of volunteers on an interim
basis to fill currently vacant positions.
Life Membership Nomination
Donna Coleman recommended Colin Dimon for Life Membership, citing his over 20 years of
membership and the valuable assistance he has provided at meetings, shows, and other
events.
Motion: A motion was made by Anita Murphy to approve Colin Dimon as a Life Member,
effective December 2025.
The motion was seconded.
Vote: Unanimously passed
Mini-Meetings
Interim Secretary Melissa Bennett announced her intent to restart the Mini-Meetings soon.
STOS Club Anniversary
Additional Notes
Luis Matienzo noted the upcoming milestone anniversary in 2026 marking the 40th club anniversary
and expressed pleasure at the increase in active membership since the club's early days.
The President suggested the possibility of holding a special event to celebrate the club's
birthday.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM to proceed immediately to the Fall Auction
Complete notes are available and can be requested from interim secretary, Melissa Bennett.

Tolumnia Jairak Firm Pink Lady
Photo Provided by Melissa Bennett
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Upcoming AOS Webinars

A Historical Look at Phragmipediums, What can Nature Teach us? Where and How they
Grow and to be a Successful Grower
with Frank Cervera
Monday, October 13th, 8:30 PM EST
Join Frank Cervera of Monster Island Orchids and Tropical Plants as he takes us to the
world of Phragmipediums. Learn how and where they grow and what we need to do to
grow successfully. An experienced grower and traveler, he will talk about how culture is
affected by where they grow.
(AOS Member Only, Registration Required)

Greenhouse Chat November 2025 with Ron McHatton
Thursday, November 4th, 8:30 PM EST
Join Dr. Ron McHatton as he answers your questions about all things orchids. Please send 
your question and pictures to Sandra Svoboda at greenhousechat@aos.org by November 
1st, 2025. Greenhouse Chats are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC BUT REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Phal. NOID (right)
Photo Provided by
Melissa Bennett

Phal. Violacea ‘VEO’ (left)
Photo Provided by Jean Mint
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Preface
It has been several months since I have written a species & culture highlight of the month,
and I personally have missed taking the time each month to learn and share an orchid
with everyone. As many of you know, I have a passion in many orchid species and have an
increasingly varied collection the reflects that…

Most recently, I have taken an interest in cloud forest species ranging from Pleurothallis,
Stellis, Masdevallia, and more. This month, I would like to transport you to the lower
elevations of the Andes Mountain Range, just outside of the cloud forests, in Colombia to
discuss a newly found (to me anyway) genus of orchids: Lepanthes.

Lepanthes is an extremely diverse genus of orchids with more than 1,000 distinctive
species currently recognized. Yet despite their diversity, they are not kept in many
growers’ collections likely or a multitude of reasons. Lepanthes generally is considered a
cloud species which have a reputation of needing extremely particular growing conditions
like indirect light, extremely high humidity, strong air circulation, and most importantly:
cool to cold growing conditions (<65°F year-round). In addition to this, Lepanthes are not
known particularly for having the most bizarre or stunning blooms like some neighboring
genera needing similar care requirements like those in Bulbophyllum or Masdevallia.
Regardless, I think there is a certain beauty that can be found in this genus, particularly in
Lepanthes telipogoniflora.

Lepanthes telipogoniflora

Continues next page…

Lepanthes telipogoniflora
Photo Sourced from User ‘PeterB 1504’ from flickr.com

This orchid was described by botanist Andre
Schuiteman in 1995 with detail of his journey
through the Risaralda region of Colombia with
Arend de Wilde discussed in the February 2025
edition of Orchids Magazine. It is an exception
to the Lepanthes genus where it grows in the
lowland regions of the Andes mountain around
500 meters in elevation which are known to be
significantly warmer than the cloud species
discussed above. Winter temperature rarely fall
below the mid 60°F temperature range, and in
the summer, rarely exceed the high 70°F
temperature range making it almost ideal for
indoor cultivation for those of us outside of
such tropics. With that said, this species is
accustomed to year-round rains and very high
humidity in the 80% Rh range.
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Lepanthes telipogoniflora cont.,

This lepanthes was discovered by
Andre and Arend amidst some fallen
branches among several other
pleurothallid orchids. Andre thought
the flower was actually a mushroom
describing it as a “small, round, red-
brown mushroom poking out from
the side [of the fallen branch]”. Alas,
it wasn’t a mushroom, but an
undescribed species of Lepanthes he
thought initially was a Telipogon,
another Pleurothallid species known
for having remarkably round
flowers. Telipogan is where the
newly discovered species was
named from: telipogonflora –
telipgon-flower-like.

Lepanthes telipogoniflora
Photo Sourced from User ‘Nurelias’ from flickr.com

Lepanthes telipogoniflora 'Magic Bubble’ CCM/AOS (86 points)
Exhibitor: Susan Cheung|| Photographer: Jay Norris
Date: Apr 09, 2016

Continues next page…
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Lepanthes telipogoniflora cont.,
The species can be further described as a mini-miniature sized, hot to warm growing epiphyte with
slender, erect, ramicauls enveloped by 4-5 microscopically ciliate lepanthiform sheaths and carrying
a single, apical, erect, coriaceous, ellipictcal, obtuse, broadly cuneate below into the petiolate base
leaf that blooms on a slender, lax, 0.4”-0.6” long, successively single, few flowered inflorescence.
Lepanthes telipogoniflora is easily recognized by the oversized, disk-shaped, red-brown, petals with
a relatively small and inconspicuous lip even darker being a darker brown color. The species is free-
flowering, awarding good culture with flowers year-round. Because the orchid is from a rain forest
region, it needs year-round watering and no rest-period. Like most pleurothallid orchids, this
species is best grown mounted, but can be grown in a pot. Growing in pot, allows the species to be
grown in lower humidities. Media should consist of a highly water retentive media that allows for
appropriate air-flow to the roots; a factor all-important to all orchid growing. This species is ideal
for growing in a terrarium, and won’t take up a substantial amount of space while awarding you
with beautiful flowers throughout the year.

This lepanthes, unlike many others, is actually more commonly collected and is fairly-readily
accessible for purchase through vendors specializing in pleuorthallid species. Hybridization of this
species tends to maintain the coloration of the flower and add roundness to its offspring. The
overall shape of the offspring tends to keep the shape from the other parent in its grex, however. I
would also anticipate many of its offspring to also be more resilient to warmer temperatures,
making it ideal for hybridizing with other more difficult to grow lepanthes species.

Regardless of grower, this species of orchid belongs in your collection and is fairly simple to keep
happy as long as you maintain a strong air-circulation and appropriate humidity. ‘Till next time,
happy growing!

- By Jeff Hackett

Lepanthes telipogoniflora 'Solar Place’ AM/AOS (81 points)
Exhibitor: Tom Etheridge & Luanne Rolly|| Photographer: Michael Pearson
Date: Oct 07, 2007

Lepanthes telipogoniflora
Photo Sourced from Orchids Magazine: The Discovery 
of Lepanthes telipogoniflora by Andre Schuiteman 


